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Well, here we are, opening up another issue of ECLIPSE
an interval of almest six months, =znd = tough time of it we
too. To start things off right, school workx piled up on g
Bridges startcd worlking cver-time and going to night school.
the same tie, Then the floer camc up and hit us on the¢ ba
the head with the result of a concussion.After recovering fre
and getting started on thc nag, we went to thc hospital
sinus operatlon. The only enjoveblec time of thc ycar was
time spent in the hnospital with $hc nurses, ah! mel --- but .
on with cnr lamcnting --- thcen we didn't have cnough maturhiL
hanrd to gct out a very big issuc. .Axd all this tinc we r-e;t*
going to school, and Bridgcs is still working over-tims, But i
thc benefit of the suscribers, Hridscs tells me %o inform th
that our trouble was not in any woy fianncisl. W2 supposS= s
could haove gotten out thc mag secncr, at JHE cosSTHOTIE RS
onc color, ond prescnbing a mininum of masurial. Butb
it would bc botter to walit and prescent 2 dogant Jooking mags
half-waeys decent meterial,

With S gubicet oi material poppinz vp =gaia, we ask

for morc o the uamic,ficticn, artwork, poetry, articles, =l
necdcd, But mostlec articies, PFiction must bDC kept dovg
lezst 1,000 words, and kcep the poctry on any subjcect excqgtL
ghost gocs out to clzaim another victim in the village just |
dering the graveyard." 35

In an editorial in SPACEWAYS of about @« ycar back,
Warncr mcentions a fentasy progrzm heard in the Bast and
West callcd "The Hermit's Cave."That program is brOQdCuStQQ
Dctroit end tickcts to sce it arc given away freec., It secms
a 1i'l ol' crippled loady writes the scrips. Now, te her,
stuff may bc pretty horrifying, but toc us, the programs of
are beecoming just a littlc toc hackneyede. We'll just have o
her copics of UNKNOWN and WBIRD TALES, and then sec wvhat
do., And I suppose most of you have hecard "Dark Fantasy!
casted from Oklahoma Qity,which has a little bctter plmt
ner Sanctum" gtill tops them all,

You may have uoticed that ECLIPSE will be pu
(Concludcd on poge 7) ‘
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(Tis Spring -- any Spring, of any year:)

When I gaw her for the first time 1 for- ;
got my manners and stared! Gee, what a L
voman! I was seated at a drug store . ol ;/’
soda fountain, but the choclit soda be- \\ ;ﬁﬁ?é/"
neath my nose fizzled and went flat as 1 Ly
left it untasted. This girl -- she was —
a seven sector call-out! Her lines were o~ y y

as trim as a Paul rocketsghip (in water- ltZYf' ‘BZQB% —H[LD(C%[E[RJ
color), her body and carriage as svelte

and queenly as a Finlay goddess! She

was & vwhite-hot star of the first magnitude., Gosh, If I could
only meet her!

Should I walk over and introduce myself? VWhy not! Shs reminded
me of Beatrice in the "The Sun Makers" ,.. no, that's wrong;let
me see now, that wasn't Bea in that yarn,but Ilona ...or was Ilona
the herocineg of "Venus or Earth?" Gee, I wish I could remember.
I want to mect this walking sunburst! Vell, anyway, she was like

- a fire princess out of a Merritt-tale., Now to mect her ---




ECLIPSE
THE FAN TAKES A WIFE

Hey! There did she go? Oh heck. dHere I was just sﬂtt?PE‘ready
to blast over and introducc myself, and she pulls a four th-dcmen=
gion disappecaring act! What a life. I wonder if I'11l ever 860
her again?  Geec, she was like Suarra in "Palos of the Dog Star
Pack" .. of weas that Suarra in that yarn? Maybe I'm thinking 05
Amcena ... no,I'm pretty positive Amecna was in the "Blind Spot.
On wcll; I wonder if I'11l ever sce her again? . . » « o

(Tis Summer -- any Summer, of thc samc yeer, naturally:)

Vhen I saw her the sccond time I wes swimming, 28 80 wWas shoC. I
did not rcpcat my crror of the first mecting; and besides, when
swimming, o grcat dcal of formality 1is tosscd overboard, so to
specak. I noted the trim way she cut thc water. Taking motters
in my hands, I dived, and come up besidce her. The intcnsity of
her candlepower blinded my. I smilcd and said:

"Gee, I'm glad to mcet you, My name's Joe Fann, I've been weatch-
ing you swim. You'rc just like Ilona in "The Venus Invadcrs.”

Shc starcd =t me, startled. 4And said: "I got that! Who is this
Ilona?"

"imy," I answered,"Ilona is a princcss of the fish-women of Venus

The water hurt my black eye so I went in and dried,prescntly. She
didn't spcak to me after that, but I'm pretty surce Ilona was the

ncroinc of thot story. I surcly can't have her mixed up with
Tinz, because Tina wos in "Darkness and Dawn" ... I think. Women
arc funny, I guess. They don't like to be comparcd with other
women ,

(Tis Autumn -- any Autwmn, Jjust so it is the Autumn thoat follows
thc obove Summer, which in turn follows thc above Spring:)

Imagine ny surprisc to mect her again ot 2 dance late in the yean
I rushed cver to her, thumped her partner on the back and cut in,

She gave me o starc, "Ghod! The fish peddler!" and misscd two
stcps,

"No, I'm not o fish pecddlicr. I'm o Stfanl" I protcsted.

"A stiff-- what?" shc inquired,

"Look, 8it this one out with me and I'11 explain c¢verything."
She conscnted and we sat down, "I'm o scicnce-fiction fan prin-

ccss. When I comparcd you with Ilona, I mecont it as o compliment.

"Whoal" shc cut me off. "Stop right thecre. I don't carc tobe
smacked in the facc by that fish agein. Now go on from therc.!

"All right. Geg, you'rc likec a Finlay cover, a Brundage nude, a
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oh, no-no-n0, I didn't mean that like you think!" But shc was
gone like 2 hurtling comct. I ruefully picked mysclf up from the
floor. What in the world is the matter with women, anyway? Don't
they apprcciatc ART? But I think I have her definitcly placed

novw,. She is the image of lMaura in "The Moon Pool." Or maybe it
wzs that Norhola®

(Tis Wintcr -- any win .., nced I go into all that agoin?:)

I ar so heppy. By a clcver bit of dectective work I have fognd
her. I saw her picturc in the paper (shc was on the Tbowling
tcam) and got hcr namc and address fron thot. I am going calling
onr her at oncce,

I rang thc door button and waitcd. Shc opcncd the door, said
"Yes? (1]
"Princess!" I cried, "remember me?" She did. Shc threw up her

armg a2nd scrcaoncd.

H“Help! Raper of women}! Fish peddler! Help! Somconc help mel!
Her father put in appearancce and accccded tc her viishecs,

After that I was =t loss, I knew it usclcss to approach  her
again. Shc would not scc or listen to me. I was at ny wits' end!
What was I to do to rcgein her confidence? How was I te mect her?

And then I thought to writc her a letter. I did. I cxplaincd
all. In btlack 2nd whitc I told her who I was, what I rend, why I
comparcd her as I did to those bcautiful princesscs of fiction I
kncw, and asked hcr forgivcness, I agkcd to phonc nic, or allow
mc to drop around. It was as casy as that. (But I still think
ghe is 1ike Neia in "Thce Invnders From the Infinitc.")

(Tis Spring agoin -- the Spring of the year following all ofthe
aboves )

We werc marricd this morning, I will ~dmit therc was sonc diffi-
culty, but w¢ managed to get thru the cercmony. You scc, all thru
the solemn business of getting married tried to rcmember coxact-
-1y who she looked like, I turned ovcer story aftcr story in ny
head, mentally examingng the hemoinc of coch, and rejcecting her

as I rcalized the girl in mind didn't quite {it my bridc-to-be-
any-ninute-now,

Wes it in the Palos stories? No. GColor Out of Spacc? No. Men-

tally I ran thru them all: letal Monster, Aftcrglow, Fungus Isle,
Claimcd, Facec in the Ab---

Startlcd, I lifted my head, starry cycd. "The Facc in thc Abyssi!
So that was it!

(Concluded on Poge 7)
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"Hey!" I burst out excitedly, just after the clergyman had asked
me if I would take her to be my wife, "I know youl . o, not you
princess, this guy heret" I jabbed my finger at the clerg:{{.!‘b:a_vn-
of the face in the #byss ... by ZiB-

You are the spitting image

Tay," I smirked. And added: (FF., October 1940, 1G7).

“And you," he snarled back at me, ""remind me of Ajax Calkins,
Future Fiction, august, 1941. 151
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Nc,these aren't Ifartians,
Jovians, or any other alien
entities. They!'re merely the
ICLIPSE staff, putting out the
present issue. Seated at the
typer is Dick Kuhn, behind him
is Rudy Sayn, and at the right
is Lynn Bridgese.

= e

The picture was taken in
Kuhn's room, the pics in the
vackgrecund being two of those
prccured at the ilichicon-
LEHENEE

The pic at the left used
tc beleng to B, E., Smith and
is an illustration Tfor "Grey !
Lensnan,” the cther an inter-
icr frcm the AIZAZING JUARTHERLY "
donated by kalmner. _ |

(Terneilnied, Trore page_f’x)

ten weeks from now on, mainly tc save paper, of which there is &
shortage nere in Detroit, and because Bridges will be drafted be-*
fcre the month isg out. Bridges dces a lot of the dwmying, and
also stencils the letter column, and we'll sure miss him when he
goes. And speaking of Bridges' being drafted, he informs me that
Gilbert heard he was already drafted through Warner, who in turn
neard is from Millard. Now we both saw ilillard two days before
?hanksgiving, and Bridges told Millard then that he didn't think .
ne would be going until February. Bridges can't for the life of
him figure out how that idea got around.

We}l, that about ends up vhat we have tc say until the first
2f Af?;l; when we'll be just 12 days less than 18. Dcn't forget
c write!
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- To the uninitirtecd and uninvited outsider who had unwarran-

tedly obtained untirtly entrance unobtrusively on thc scene, the
little group of scuentists appearcd like a group of lunatic 1m-
Peciles -- nuts, tc youse! For solcrmnly seated in a sombrgus
circle in the centcr of the great laboratory, they were watching
== silently, brcathlcssly, soundlessly, eagerly -- 2 large, round
gpot ¢f . . Nothing.

Here in'this great roem was the finest and nost completcly
cquippcd privete labératory in the world. Paraphenalia of cvery
sort -- mcéﬁunical, glectrical, chemical and physical -- crowded
gvery mock . nd corncr, cranny and aislc; and in the most crdcrly
confusion an: ~pparentiy confuscd disorder. And riost of the stuff
was fer nd beyond'eon: taat had hithcrio been devcloped by the
great's pific genuiscs of the world.

hese solérm rien, who sheoulid have bceen milling about,
, guestioning, cxclaining, 2nd gcnerally showing their
wondcg, at 'the wonders z2l1ll zbout then, and going into ecstatic
ccstagies 0f enthusiasm and apprcciation of 2ll this gorgcous im-
pedimenta, were, instead, roptly cngagcd in the engnging occupa-
tion of solemnly sitting in =2 sombrous circlc and storing ot that
lorge, round spot of ¢ . Wothing.

Why? Well may yougssk, for it was indecd a puzzling puzzle
to the nind, 1If z2ny, of"this hypothctically unititatcd outsider
who had som@hoﬁi bungled ® (or burgled?) or othcrwisc crashed his
way in there. . »

But, sudadenly there was 2 galvanic gosp and a  stinmulative
stir among ©tHE solerm group; but thesc werc quickly stilled as non
€¢ven tenscr tension and tensilc tensceness gripped the gregarious
group in its gripping gravitation,

A soft lavender hazc had bcgun toc appernr in the air obove
that w. k. large, round spot of . . Nothing, at which 2ll these
scicntific ginks had beéen staring so storingly. Quickly it dcecep-
cned to a dark violctty purple, and then strecks of grcy turning
te silver appcarcd, mnd in a metter of seeconds only -- ah! cver
8C nuch noreé quickly than you could possibly scy "Jack Robinson;!
or give & dead lamb's tail o couple of jerks; or jump up and
crack your heels together (providing you could dc that at all) --
a2t the end of these minutely monintary rioments, therce hnd oppenred
nysteriously and niagically upon that large, round spot of . . No-
thing, & bright and shining mectallic cege aggnir, insidc of which
could be sccn two persors. One of these was o rost rcgally inm-
pressive person-ge, oand L' other, nuch resoubdliag hin, but to a
lesscr degrece.
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‘H"When thcsc scicntific gazzbos saw that there werc TWO person-
ages in the cage-like affair, they werc struck qumb with constcr-
nation. Indced, it would have been fully apparcnt to cven &
lcsscr nind then that of our hypothetically instrusive intruccr
(could any living thing hawe 1lcss of a mind than he), that  they
hod expcctcd but OI'E men to be in thoat machinc.

The weiting ~nl watcching watchful waitcrs saw the morc'rcgdl
and gog-like of the two turning vorious knobs, switches, dials,
gee-gaws, do-funuies, =nd other mechanically-looking.gadgets. A
mementsmore, having completed these acts of retroactively retro-
gressive retardation, this operator arose and stepped through the
door of the cage affair., Quickly he went to the wall nezrby, and
pulled dovmt the large heondle of a massive multiple-pronged switeh.
Instantly the sevcral great tubes, which surrounded that W..k.
gpot, lost their crinkling, crackling strcams of coerruscatiing
fire, and soon grew derk ond cold,

As the handsome figure turncd to that group of solcmn-lcoking
gcicntific goops aith a look of justifiable pride on his handsomc
masterful face, he was besset with o storm of questions that a-
rosc on 21l sides in a babbling fountain of cacophony.

Silencing them with on imperative weve of Lis hand,hc groct-
cd them cordially, happily, proudly and triumphantly, yct albeit
with that suavity, courtlincss and humblecsmess thaot is habitual
with me,

"You sec, Gentlemen, I havc rcturned -- thus proving that
Time Trawvel Cen Heppen, And you have nct alone my word for it, I
have broght proof,

Again silcecncing the babblc of comment and questicns thaot a-
rosc 2l1 about me, with thet impcerious gesturc of minc that 211
men instatnly obey, I continucd my cXposition.

"You told me that Time-Tr wvel was impossible; that it could
ncver be accomplished. You s2id that a time-travellcer, if it
could be done, would rcturm in timc, kill his grandfather, and
therefore, per sc, would ncever have becn born. But I have proven
that it is otherwise. Scci" ond hc turned to thc cage-affair,
c2lling "Come forthi"

Then, aos the other person in the cage came reluctantly out-
sidc, I turned triumpheontly to the asscmbled, but now humilified
end humilioted group of scoffers, and said, haughtily, "Gentlcmen
2llow me.to prcsent -- nmy grondfatheri®

THE END
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(Baitor's note: The following coclumn 1is mnade up of part gf a
column scnt us 4 monthy ago whcn this igsue of ECLIPSE was first
gocheduled tc a2ppear. and part o ansther colummn sznt 2 menths la-
tcr, when tiie fanzine was agiéin scheduled to apeeir,

B — e

Therefcre, any of the matcrial to follow vhich is sutdated
igs the fault of thz editoxr, not that of Donn Burtorn. )

. e T e S R e Sy W e

We havc been looking ower our ratings for thc storics pub-
lished so far in 1941 , and we have discovered a rather curious
statec of affairs . We find that we have not found o singlc story
which definitely belongs in our highcst catcgory of supcr-cxcel-
lent storics--stories which, in our own very biascd opinion, bo-
lang in our 1list of all-time greats, There isn't a single story
which we would unhesitatingly put alongsidc of "Grey Tcensman," or
"5lant” or "The Stars Look Down," to mention only thrce of our
sown "top five" of last year,

L e N

That night mean any of several things . It might mean, for
example, that therc really have been no genuinely grcecat storics
published this year (and when I say "genuinely great," I don't
i mean tc use the term in the sense of great, c¢nluring litcraturc,
i but only in the sensc that certein storics stand out as the best
i in pulp sciencec fiction) . It might mcan that , after all these
' years, we have finally becomec so0 sgatcd with exccellcent storices,
that no story, however good, coulld posgsibly dent our sophisticatel
indifferencoe. Or, it might bLe thet tlhic geueral average of the
paoorcr storics has risen sufficicrtly, sa that the cuntrast be-
tween the best and the werst is not so great os it once was., 7To
support thc latter conclusion, we note the fact that, in general,
we very rarcly rate stories, even the poorest ones, as "stinker-
oos" any morc;we seem to find scveral good points in every story.

As o matter of fact, we think cvery onc 2f thcse factors heas
contributed a2 little toward the situation; but, on carcful con-
sideration, wc¢ are forced to concludc that nonc of the thrce, nor
all of thom put together, for that matter, is the chief cousec for
this apparcnt deecline in quality among the hceadliners. What,
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then, is the principal factor?

Vo think it is the failure of any nmew zuthor to break into
the limclight, as Heinlein and Sturgeon did in '39 ans 140, These
two writers,together with a number of others who have booen around
~s long or longer, still hold down the top spotswin alrost every
list of “Bcst Stories,"

Oh, therc have boen many nceweomers; newcoricrs who have dong
very well with one or two stories, and then faded completely; or
who hove sold feirly regularly,but have never turncd out anything
of rcal significance. A lot of fans have sold "first stories”
during the ycar; more, we think, then in any other ycar. 3ome of
thesc storics hove been remarkably good, but they have failed to
breok the monopcly on "first place" stories held by a few authors
who have been with us for some tinme.

It follows, therefore, that we have, in 211 probability, had
~ fow storics as good as any in 1840, written by the moasgters of
s>ther ycars., But we arc entirely familior with the work cf thosc
writers; we know what to expcct of them -- their work possesses
both the advantages and the disadvantzges of familiarity. Wc
nced some new writers, or sorec old ones with a new style and a
new outlosk; the edge is gonc off the near-nasterpieces ¢f the
giants of other yearse

Thc obove sounds Just o little like a ycarning for the de-
lights of "the good old days." It 4isn't mcant that way. The
"giants of other years" to which we refer were mostly unknawn
four or five years eogo, and some of therm have been around only
two or three years. These writers are turning ocut rere very gcod
storics in a year, right now, then used to appearain fivec years.
But, just the same, we woull like to sce ar<new "giant" looning on
the herizon,

Arc there any Yslick" stories appearing in the scicence-fic-
tion pulps? Of course there are! We'll nane one--Robert Blcch's
M4 Gocd Knightss Work," in the October UNK. Oh, no, we arc not
picking that as the begt story of the past two months; far fron
it.In fnct we are not even picking it as the best story in that
issue of UNK;we think "Smoke Ghost' just a little better. But we
think Bloch's story would bc ideally suited to onc of thc "popu-
1at" glicks--one of those which sells for a nickel, and comcs aut
weckly. It a story which an everyday rcader, with nd intercst 1n
scicnec or fantasy per se, could thorsughly enjoye. Also, it
contains nothing which cculd reagonably draw dovn the wrath of
the cdvertisers' who pay the bills for putting cut the magazine,
The .style ig good. The story itself is similar to a nunbir of
storics, of a non-fantastic nature, which we¢ have read in the
"s5licks." We think "A Good Knight®s Work" is definitely superior
to nony cf theri. We think it would have "clicked" in a "slick."

We intend to lcave art (?) ceorments to “"Artiste," as a gen-
eral thing, but we would like to say here, cneant the controversy
over nudes  or near nudces on prozines: coveis, that we don'r mind
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them at all, when done by Mac Cauley or Finlay. For my money , the
best parts of the 7-D mags are, in order; the MacCauley COVErS,
"The Editor's Notebook," the cartoons, the St. John covers, the
Paul back covers. Those are all hard to beat, especially, the
¥acCauley covers.

The last four months have seen the finish of one of the best
stories of 1941, and the start of another destined to rank among
the best of 1942, The first, is of course, Heinlein's "Methuse-
lah's Onildren; the other, "Doc" Smith's long-awailted "3econd
Stage Lensman,"

The whole nothon back of "lMethuselah's Children'--namely,
that by selecting the right ancestors, people might expect to
live far beyond the normal span, and, as a conseguence of that
long life, might easily develop methods of prolonging youth and

1ife even beyond the normally inheritable limits -- has a teasing
quality of feasibility that is intriguing. One is tempted to ask
"Why hasn't it been done?" -- only to change that to 9T wondexr 1f

it hag Dbeen done?" We wouldn't know, of course; any more than
the short-lived characters in Heinlein's story knew.

The story itself seemed to wander a bit, in the last part;
it lacked the quality of compact neatncess which is characterigtic
of some of Heinlein's novelettes. We're not at all surc, however,
that that is an adverse criticism, Thc fact is that the Child-
ren" themselves, necessarily wandered quite a bit; and such wand -
ering was the essential facter in Ybringing them back to Earth.
That rcturn was an essential factor in the whole scrics of talcs
making up the Heinlein "History."

From all the above, you have probably gathercd that we con-
sider "Methuselah's Children® the best story during the pcriod,
Well, we are not sure akout that. Asimov's v2ry Iine "Nightfall"
can scarccly be disrcgardcd. To begin with, it prcsents what we
bclieve to bc an entircly new typc conception in science fiction,
Isaac has already demonstrated that he can write very well, at
least part of the time, and he demonstrates it very clearly in
this tale. We think we had better rate the two stories a tie.

Before it is ended, "Second Stage YLensman" may well ocutrank
either of the above; the first two parts really serve only to set
the largest stage ever dreamed of. Both the stage and the prin-
cipal actors are already familiar, So is the style. We rather
like them,

Also in the first group, and not far behind the top three,
we find Heinlein's "Common Sense." Joe-Jim is a character to re-
member, There is nothing incredible about hiw or his companions,
nor about the beliefs of the "normalY dwellers in the Ship. The
er}ding, frankly, surprised us much more than is usually the case
with Heinlein stories. We'd been wondering what was going to hap-
pen when the huge ship stopped, and its bewildered inhabitonts
landed. We was disappointed, at first, when the big ship sailed
on, leaving ocnly the little 1life-boat to land on the new world.
Now, we think that was the only possible ending, But, of course,
if Heinlein c¢ver starts writing agein, (we hcard he is rctiring)
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he has o swell place to start another sequel.

We aren'” gsing to list the stories which would ordinarily
appear under tl.c a1eading "also worth reading." There are too many
of them, in such a long period. Instead, we are listing only
those which would ©te termed "exceptional." We are, moreover, go-=
ing out on the limb to the extent of listing them in whatwe think
is their order of mc:it, following the four mentioned above, Here
they are:

"By His Boostraps," MacDonald, ASF, Oct; "Not Fimakl", Asi—
mov, ditto; "Smoke Ghost," Lieber, UNK, Oct, "Defengse Line," Vic
Pnillips, ASF, Dec.; "A Good Knight's Work," Bloeh, UNK, Oct.;
"Bit Of Tapestry," Cartmill, UNK, Dec.; "Yassals Of the Master
World," Binder, PL, Fall; "Planet of Doomed len," Williams, AMAZ,
Jan., ('42);"ldan Of The Stars," lioskowitz, PL, Winter; "Shadrach,”
Bond, PL, Fall; "Beyond All Weapons," Schachner, ASF, Nov,; "Lost
Legion," lionrce, SUP 3C, Nov.. If you don't like the list, make
one of your own.,

Such a short list can't possibly name all the stories that
the avid fan would go for, nor can it make way for certain gtories
which are lacking in one or two small details, yet which are very
much worth while,

You will notice, of course, that some magazines are not rep-
resented in the list at all. STARTLING, for example, has no out-
gtanding story in the last issue (other than the reprint) but is
still a good buy. Wellman, Gallun, and Asimov arec represented,
cach one by a Dbetter-than-avcrage story; 1in fact, all of them
would have¢ been on a list of storics "also worth rcading." TWS is
not quite so good,and ASTON, while it contains soma fair storics,
is not up to standard. FUTURE, disrcgarding the reprints, secms
to bc on the upgrade, though very slowly. The latest issue has
an intercsting fragment by the composite Futurian, forley, namcd
"No Star Shall Fall.," It ig a nifty bit of writing, ©but not a
story. The samc issuc contains, at the other extreme, a piece by
that othcr composite Futurian, Paul Dennis Lavond, callcd “Some=
thing From Beyond." We can't judge this adcquatcly, bcecausc we
arc strongly prejudiced against would-be horror storics that have
nothing horrifying about them., In FA, only "Miraclc at Dunkirk,"
by Bond, "Thc Perfect Hidcout," by Costcelle, and "The Truthful
Liar," Dby Cabot, scem worth mentioning. ANAZ had nothing to of-
fer during the period, until the current oversize cdition rcached
thc stands. In addition to Williams, Batecs and Patton also have
quitec acccptable talcs in the giant number. This is in startling
contrast to that paragon of uniform mcdiocrity which constituted
the previous 224-page AMAZ,

We ovcrlooked ASTONISHING'S best, That was Rocklynnc's
"Daughtcr of Darkness." It docsn't beléng in the top group of the
pcriod, however, as it fell considcrably below the first of the
scricg, "Darkncss.”

You wgirdists will Jjust havc to get someonce clse to review
your favoritc mag, Wc have quit rcading WT again; not bicausc wo
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think it is inferior, ©but because we just dor;'t like gtlx)-ca),igél:lt

weird stories. Ve newer get horrified; just disgusted ari Ny F.:\.
To top off the above, we must add that we have the ta S

and SUP 3C, but haven't gotten around to reading them yet.

We've just been reading "Beacon Light," in SPAC.'_L‘--/AY;»D\;’?;‘e’l;
arrived waile we were typing this. We.aren't dlscusglngtllz e
here, of course, Dbut "3eacon Light".ls’concerne_ad v\rltli} gub-—,
primarily, so can be considered within phe confa..nes o ﬁ%u{' oy
ject. We have felt that ihe Cynic was being unfpa}r to Ao.' 'lnvgred
ceding instalments of his colwmn, but we nave finally dlscoience
what he is driving at. He would like to keep AST a truly E'%_fm
fiction mag, Dbecause, as he says, it is reaJ’.‘ly the only o?'u. t;ccn
which regularly disearves that name; and he fccls that l’S 1a,st -
glipping badly. We think hc has greatly exaggerated the dmogne .
that slipping; but we admit, rather sadly, that thex;e llgs"g n .
changc. The average short is not up to the stagdaras_of 3 ag
140. The novels and novelettes, though, arc still g01ng"st1'"on5,.
We think,moreovcr, that most of them disorve_thc namu.qf gscience
fiction," although that term doesn't mean quitc what it oncc_dld.
We could understand The Cynic a little better, we fgel, 11“ we
were just a little bit clearer on what he means by "science fic—
tion."

We are very glad to retract a prediction we made in the last

igsue of ECLIPSE. ASTOWISHING and SUPER 3CIENCE most emphatical-

ly have not folded. The current, and as yet unread, issiuge of the
latter has 146 pages, making it one of the largest of the pros.
That is itself is of little importance, but it is quite evident
that Editor Norton is doing much better, from the fan's stand—
point, than was generally expected, especially in the matter of
story types. Also, apparently, he is having some success from
the financial standpoint, since we happen to know that at least
one author who has not previously appearcd in these two mags,
because he will not sell for less than ong cenl per word, is to
appear soon. This is in addition to other wicll-known authors v'lho
have, supposedly, been paid the higher rate in accordance with
the "4 cent and up" scale. It 1ig fairly obvious that not many
werc gectting the "up" part of that .setup in the past; and any in-
crcase in the¢ number of cent-a-viord authors is surc to result in

some increase in quality, if the right authors are uscd.

Wc take note of one other recent occurrcence in thce fanzinc
ficld; WJr.'s dctermination to plug "soientific fiction' instcad
of "scicnce fiction." Speer has gone inte the matter rather ful-
1y, if som&¢ vhat incohcrently, in the lcectter scetion of the cur-
rcnt BPACEIUAYS,

fhe culiof point, we think, is th. matter of connotation. The
term "science fiction! has a definite connotation,in the minds of
mogt -fans, quitc diffcrent from that of "sciwntific fiction."
and, as Specr points out, the usc of a noun Tor an adjcctive is
cntircly accuptable in BEanglish.

The argument can be pointed morc sharply,we fcel, by compar-
ing the two cxpressions with thce corresponding terms, "fantasy
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fiction" and "fantagstic fiction." I think almost anyonc will
aprce that thc first is the best torm for tho typc of story 1t
sirnifics, y6t, to be consistunt, Harry would have to plug fan-
tastic fiction" along with "scicntific fiction." Un to now, ¥«
arc pleascd to notc, he isn't doing so.

And thuat brings us to the end of tils column for nov, excgpt
for a proaige, Very shortly, now, we are going to come up w1§h
our list cf the ton itwenty-five stories of 1941, We will have it
in either tihs next 1ssue, cr the immediately following, depend-~
ing mainly on vhether the next issue comes out in one rionth,
as planned, or iu ¢wo, This, of course, wili ve the one and oniy
Mofficinl" iyt -- ay far &s your columnist is concerned,

#ver, year, there are some 350 "efficial All America'foot—
bzll teams selected by variousz "experts?! oveér thne nation, A year
or twe agce, someone with o flair for useless statistics chieked
all the toems so selected thas e could find. He discovered that
no two were éxactly alire! The oniy ruason that there aren't 350
different MYofficiai® listzs . of Pbeost | SLobh oo OE NN
there arsit't that many fans oofy encugn to wpick flien, You are
invited te pieck your own list, 1if you tdon't Jlke ocurs, dor a
small fov of ¢5.00, we'll re-wany Bist sent to uso N EDECETERE
in the fiftx dimension., So Long.

(At the iichiian Conference: 1left to right, Ashley, Evans,
Korshak, Rcinsberg, and Smith,)



18

In perusing this dwmy, let
us trear this thought in mind:
"It is nct 1likely that Forrie
gan apoproach a job unlésg every-
thing is nvatly in its placc and
in good crdcer," SOUTIIERY STAR,
3,

Note Dby Forrcst
Ackcrman on Vold
dwmy prcscnted
to Harry Jcn-
kins, Jr.

BEANIE POST S. F. L. HOLD3 FIF-
TY-NINTH MONTHLY MEETING, MANY
FPANMOUS FANS PRESENT.
Also An Authior Or Two, And An
Editor, Plus Other iiisc, Vermin,
Director proclaims meet-
ing great successlil!
Regrets having to @jeci nineteen
members because they d;sagreed-—
with nin,
On grounds that the remaining
two members present constituted
a guorumn, meeting was great suc-
ceBs,
Bob Tucker in
Sci-Fic Varicty,
Humber Threc,

Ackcrmuan probably saw and
clipped the Pop conic strip
which runs in quite a few necws-

several nights age from

papers. C O
the prescnt moment--about Iiay =0

~--it showcd Pop in the trenches
and khaki, 1listcning to a nes-
saze ovur some sort of portable
conuunications sct. e se=z  to
sonc on¢ standing ncerby:"3ounds
like its in Bsperanto,.” Some-
on¢ responds:'What'ts that?" FPop
tclls sgomeonc that it's the Un-
iversal Languagc. "Where's it
spliken?" asks the aforcnentionecd

gomeone., "Howhcre," admits Pop.

Tragic.
Harry Warncr, Jn
in HORIZON3 for
Junc,

seslllis 1is the National Broad-

chaging Systcm!
Art Wiidnc¢r, Jr,
in YHOS #1.

If you want a fanmag you can

ban, rcvile or sgspit upon with
with glece -=- try ZENITH.

JBENITH is God-awful,

You probably won't be able to
subscribe in any casc, since

Harry Turncr puts out ZEJITH in
a limited edition of about 50
copics,for thhie old c¢lite of fan-
dom, and some of the neicomers,
This is just as wcll for you.
JENITH speocializes In crunks,
loose-moraled perverts wno make
fandomw hum, loodery, roodery,

snoodery & noodery.
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ZENITH ig chock-full ol nudes!
ZENITH complies to o« high litcr-
ary end artistic stondard!
Enough.
Obviously, ZENITHE is not for you.
Another thing -~ Herry has the
gall to charge 444 (10¢) for 12
pages; 1/- (2bg') for 3! You all
know viicrc . lives; tell hinm
what you thiuk of his check,
A in FAITAST
for April,

A horrid wvision swims before
my glassy gazc. L sce Hiske and
me stonding solitury on a raised
lic. I rcecwll shuddering from
Vigkc, aond nc, & haughty ancer
upon his bovinc fucG 1gnores nG.
A hoarse voice Jrom nowvhere in
particuler chants, "Iwo speei-
mens  of genus TooFoo, both 29th
on the Widncr scalc, Hoticc tae
rudincntary third and Tfourth
eycg, Now on your right, laydecs
and gentleomelie..”

But this is intolcrable, It
ig fantastic.... I kocw vhat
I'11 do; I'll turn out rcams and
rcuamg of fan  gtuff right away
and cithcer raisc or lower myself
ten peints or so. You haventt
hcard the last of thisg, Widner,
I'1]l have @y revenge, I tell
you, ny rsvengce, a-ha-hae

ha-~
na-
ha
haah!
damon knight in
"Strangce Initer—
ludcs," ' FAVFARE
for August,

.. sf0ollows conversation between
ardent semaenticigt and girl=-
fricnd,
G’.lil.
loves mc,"
SIIANTICIST: "What is 19
dow can it be admisgable to use
philogophical termg, and how
aoen the terms be anythiing but

(Goofily): "Say oo

1
3Y CHILDREN

philosophical? But nccessity
and convention demand sorie terr
Yes, I con admit "IL"

(puzzledly): "Say co

G.b,
loves ric."
S: "What is love? fust

onc regard it as z primel func-
tion, deriving from jelly-figh
snd of no more¢ importance? Or
doeg it betoken shigher spirite
uzl state, e premonition ¢f
¢ventual human senstivity? As
a workablc tcrm, let us define
it as thc nore acsthetic side
of present humen sexual life,”

G.F. (doggedly): -"Sayoe
loves me,"
S: MWhat are you? A

femele human creature, scxually
attractive? Or a mind, a soul,
part of o universal nental or-
ganization,attached to 2 clumsy

boldye But, accepting thcse
termg, I think I can say, as
far as any human being undcer—

stands his owvm mental reactions

th~t ycs, I love you., Do you

hear ne, darling, I loveg you."
G.P.:  "aw, nertsi”

C.S. Youd in
FIDO, for Aug-
ust,

I ncver saw & human Zombig--
Don't cven want to think
one,
But thc other kind of Zombig,
I*'d likc just once to drink
one!
Archer Gusp in
HANATIC for
July.

It all happened very guick-
ly, and then the tritonian was
wiping his Dbladc whilc a little
gtream of grecn blood ran out of
the anynedean's chcst onto the
grimy stellite floor, Several
men  at nearby tebles looked a=-
round curiocusly and one inquired
the cause of the disagrcement,
"This Jovian swine," said the

o

b3
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outspacer, "denied the plurality
of causes., He pulled out fhat
old moth-eaten argumeni about
the effcct always being concein-
ed in the causes., I trieda tel-
lem that so far as that had ocay
meaning, it was just repeating

tA isA,' which has no meaning;tut

he wouldn't listen. So--" .

. -=-Jack Speer 1in
SUSTAINING PO~
GR4M for Wintcr,
t41,

e s o And ancther ncwspaper
clipping points out that Supcer-
man, who tainks notiiing of fall=-
ing forty storics aand landiag on
his fect,or hollowing out & tun-
nel through a mountain with his
bare hands te permit an cngin-
eering contract to be corpleted
on 8chedule, has had to appeal
to the courts to prevent one of
thoge comic books from uanauthor-
jzedly using his namc and fonel

--Harry Warner,

Jr,, in HORIZONS
no, 9.
The error on the cover of

pumber cne was not found by any-
oné without hints. That ig, thc
error 1 did so much blatting
about, & which turned out to be
the 1lcast important of a whole
flock of them, On the large 8,
I dipped my pen into the wrong
ink bottlec, thus causing half of
it to ea»pcar in purple and half
in red, Tsk, ain't it? For
Harry Viarncr, the discovcrcr of

the period,I stocod in the coracr

for an hour. It wasn't so bad,
tho, as I struck up a convirsa-
tion with a friendly spider,and
the time passced quickly, ...The
8pider, name of Herman, doesn't
care much for Campbell und the
new brand of sgtf. It denrives
him of a lucrative sideline,
modelling ‘undcr magnification
for stf and fantasy illustrat-

L

ECLIPSE

BY OQHEILDREN

doing giant %bug storics,
for theo good old Clay=
ton's,? hc moened, "¥rom 1930
to 722 it was nothing unusual
for me to get o cover and tarce
int¢riors a month, Howodoys,
I'm lucky to gut e mcasly ine
terior twice 2 yezr. TVWS main-
ly." He gloomed, and absently
tizcd a doublce sheep-shank  in
hig wcb, I left him trying to
gtraighten out the tangle, and
mutteoring to himself,

-~Art Widner in
Dcecember YHOS.

ors
"Alas,

Onag da cur little wornmy
fricnd was in & wormm kold, the
air was fresh with the odors of

homboirger, eand Alfred, wo'll
ccll him that, dodged from cnc
tole int' ground 2 .. .ancticr,

then he popt up to the surface
ond gniffed t' . . , 2pring eain
AfTtcr &= while Alfred turned
'round and 3pied anothcr littlc

woirm Dbehind him, ond Oh! it
was & ducky 1littlc woirm, and
Alfred suddenliy found that he

had fond attachinent to scd woim,
so taking off his het he seid,
Koff, KXoff, "En{ Hellc 1iillec
woirm, what's your namc?! And
the lille woirm said "Don't be
a goat, U mug, I'm your tail."
Laff, d--- U, laff!

--1, Sawycr in

June --- Adugust

ZLU3.

liaybe we're recally anar-
chistg, Maybe we just haveca
propcnsity for being on the
"wroug"side of the question,But
we have a gtrong tendency to
lcan toward thiungs that are "an
ti-." And with this in mind, we
want to give our full support to
the Un-Intellectual Brotherhosod
of Anti-Scicntists, founded by
C. &, EBceling,

Can we mcet the membership
requirements? You bet we can!
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first, & 100,000 word Anti-Sci~ product. It is intr189in8 to
cnee novel, We wrote onc the gpeculatc that a live wirc love
othcr afternoon while waiting aoffaeirxr on Saturn, SaY, may re-
for a telephonc ez2ll, didn't rcsmbles nothing 30 ruch aga De=
like it - i1t wesn't sufficicently +troit asscmbly-line banging &=
Anti--and tore 1t up. We'll way full blast,
turn out another 100,000 word Jarold Blliot
job soon, meybu not tomorrow,but in "Their lioth-
sooncr thon you nope, Second, ¢rs Never Told
meil onc of Bradburyt!s cors and Then,"? FANTASIA
$500 to Yngvi, Heh. Lradbury for July.
is wondering vhy c¢veryonc 1losks
at him sc funny. But don't any- Well, Folks, therec shec is.
onc tell him to look in the mir- As the ProEds say, ICrIGmMDET,
ror, Third, jump in the loke.We this is your PHANNY! <You may
did. Wo went dovm  thrce times not like us, we greatly fear,
end onlyv cuiac up twice, If the but think how silly you would
ink on this psge has run or the appcar kicking your own PHARINLS
paper ig o triflc damp, ycu now D. B. Thompson
the reonson vy Therc's o in Fall PHANNY.
friendly carp (nuot a  fanzing ] :
critic) to kcep us coupany. We Contributions arc wel-
likc it here, ond sec no reasen ¢omG.  Our policy: contribu-
to leave. tions must be of an insulting
T --A, T, Joguel or slanderous nature and unine
[ in thc October tercesting to a majority of the
3UN TRAILS., reonders. liaterial must vbe in
cur hands no latcr than one
The first issuc of LAST Yyear heforc publication,
TESTAUENT will usc no ort work __e+eThis super-dupcr issue
of uny scrt, cithcr for necadings OFf LERCURY is respectfully de-
or for illustraticns with the dicated 1o Lou Goldstonc, for
singlc cxception of the front 218 aesthetic qualitics,relig-
COVET, Therc are two Treasons  ious background, and other
for this, The first is that &ssorted drivel,
the editor fccls that his dom- ...50 here it is! It'll
inent personclity supplies all Probably be just as unrceadable
the decorstions nceded (please 8 the rest of the magazine,
pardon that one,Joc J, Fortier) but we don't mind, and we're
The sccond reason is that I sure you won't mind}  If you
ain't got no &rt work. should sce & lot of these
--Lec B Eastman little xxxxx's thruout this hy=-
I in thc Deccmber Per issuc, please ignorc them,
THYT TESTAMENT. won't you, friend? = You sec --
| and this is the herrible, nak-
| Anotiier avenue of attack cd truth --- we (sob) --- we
is open. A fow progressive au- 1ave no corrcction fluid:? In
thors burst forth the uncommon- 9onclusion dear fricends and
1y samc sostualte thet the e-t Futurians, wc hope you'll en-
i3 need not nccessarily overate on  J9Y this number of MiRC. If

o biscxual basis, One, or any You do you're nutz, antk =
' numbcr of sexes might well con- YOu don't we agree; revolting,
tribute to the final gruesome &arcu't we? --UERCUIY for Aug.

.
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With a great gusto and show of bravadc, we'll puff up our
chests and wade into that large stack of fanzines. Of primarxry
importance is the secoud issue of FANART. Quite an improvement

' over the first issue,this mag begins to look like an art magazine,
: The covers and plain and quite becoming, and the mimeographing is
done in six colors. Two drawings vie for first place, the magni-
! ficently stencilled VWright drawing, and Hunt's impressive pic,
' with the Wright edging cut Hunt. The only thing that I can find
wrong with the Wright is the face. Uhi It almcst ruined the
drawing, but the other incantations of Ryt's imagination are more {
than enuf to hold up the drawing. 1t just goes to show you what
can be done on a stencil. The Hunt, typical of Roy, is a bit on
the weird side and is executed in Roy's flawless style. It is
really a pity that Hunt is hanging up his drawing boara and pen.,
i I sorrow. The Jones Cyclops and mite drawing is done in a nilce
i green ink, and the figurec work is quitc good. Hones is one of
the few fan artists who do have a scnse of figurc. The Phil Bron-
son figure is present in akl its stilted glory, and Forticr's pic
suffers from poor stencilling. Both of these latter drawings
were mimeographed in rcéd ink. If onc would havc taken the trouble
i to cover the name up on that brown 'mugging' figure, he would
have sworn it to bc Bok, Nope, ftaint! It's Mary Evelyn Rogers ,
gister of Wiggins's FAN staff artist. All I need say of this is
it forceful simplicity, and striking in its linc work. "liarooncd"
{ by Beau dc Laire (?), is a fair bit of figure work that could be
improved immcnscly. Noticc the style? It's donc in thc style
j that friend Orban of thc pros formerly uscd. Rudy Sayn lhas an
gxcellent knowlcdge of black and white and shadow work. Rudy
: wouvld make an cxcellcent penecil artist, but I'm still apprchcecnsiwe
of his pcn work, But from all appcarnaccs, he'd be just as big
? of a succcss. That about covcrs the sccond issuc of FANART. So
we'll move on to some of the other fanzincs. ’

Trumpcts ... saxophoncs ... drums! Noisc; noiscl!!! TLadces
and gentlemen, may I present the best picce of fan art that thesec |
cyes have cvcer scen and cver hope to sec. It's on the cover of

Volt #18. Now, rcmember? Yep, that's right. It's that marvelous
cxot%c Toma}den. Ackerman said that it was Tom's ncearest approach
to Finlay, but I say with no crossed fingers that Wright has sur-

e
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passed Iinaly. I doubt that Finlay could do guch a Eooéwfﬁf:gg% _
put such expression into it. But it's gocd that Tcm-sto?ye_,'aai
he did, for if the rest of the figure would have bccnié F%%%&ﬂﬂl
Ryt figure, why it would ruin the whole drawing. As -a_ﬁ;_n.,_
however, it is the best fan art ever! Congratulations, 10. ;

PANFARE has a neat symbolical cover by Bob Jones,' who is
fast ggﬁ;blishing himself is one of the top three fan artists.His
picturial representations of poetic lines are amazingly accurate
and imaginative.

PEGASUS, Bob Jones's fanzine success, has some pectographed
drawings by Joneg, Donnell, and Jenkinson, The Jones 18 the_best,
closely followed by the Jenkinson frontispiece, Herschel is éeX-
cellent --- so long as nc leaves figures out of the picture, I
might mention that Peggy has some eye-pleasing department heads
by the Poll Cat himself.

And that about clears up the american _fanzines except the
last ECLIPSE. Sayn's cover was another of the Sayn "cover heads.®
It's all right, Rudy, but 1let's have another symbolical cover,
plcase. Jenkins' back cover lcoks like something out of a comic
book. Thumbs down on that one. Tigrina's interior draws a grunt
of dissatisfaction, -which immecdiately changcs to plecasure as
Sayn's intcrior comes into view. Let it sufficec to say that it
locks 1like printing, and resemblcs the style of Krupa. The De-
troiter Calcwacrt has quite an individual style. Some may like
it, somc may nct. but it is diffzrent! Goae's intcerior thistime
is his best yet.

Yo Olde Mervic ng.and preducc: one of the fop fan artists
in Harry Turncr. Before me now 1 have several cxamples of his
fan work, all showing a knowledge of art, and execcllent stencil-
ling ability. The first is the cover for the April FANTAST. None
cf thc VoM nudeg will approach this cover, I'm surc. Again 1
gaz¢ out into space with sightless eyes and mercly murmur, "he
lcaves nothing to the imaginztion, The othcer fanzine from the
war-rockcd island is Turner': cwn ZENITH, The front cover, "Noe-
turnc," makcs onc realizc why Turner was the illustrator for
TALES OF WONDER. His figur. work surnzsscs all of the American
artists, and the balancing ¢l hig dravings imprcsscs onc. The
vack cover is another represcntation of Turncr's sensc of propor-
vion. Thec illustration Toxr the lincs By Poe isn't cxceptional,
but 1it's carcfully worked out. Onc of the outstanding thing
about Turncr's work is thc fact that he has ne screens, only a
nail filc and other improviscd stencilling instruments. 1If I had
a hat, I would gladly doff it tc this truec artist,

AND A RAMBLING WE WILL GO: Wec mnoticc that Ed Cartier has
becen drafted, Thank gaw'd, ‘causc Cartier is gctting as borcsons
as L. Sprague de Camp. Howevcr, Camphell has at least 3 issues
more of Cartier. so it's three more issue to Utopia. ... Seem s
to me that I heard someonz mentinrn that the MacCauley Maidens
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didn't have any place on a stf mag cover, Dear Sir, what in the
hell do you want? Spaceship, figure of a man, spaceship, figure
of a man, gpaceship, stc.? ... I wonder if Campbell can take a
hint from that last perusal? ... Whew I notice that MacCauley has
has a model for his gals, Hmm, Chicago is an interesting city.
+++» The forecasted Giunta Gal ~n COSMIC TALES seems to have
vanished into thin air, as has COXMIC TALES .., FANTASY TIMES for
November has a2 Dold cover with attractive lettering. Nothing ex-
ceptional about the Dold though. I'd rather have a good Wright,
jones, or Hunt ... It's really amusing the way that we fans growl
like a cornered bear over the illustrations and covers on the pro
mags. If you'll take the trouble to compare some of the stf mags
with any of the other pulps, you'll see that we have nothing to
growl over in comparison with the other mags. But -- fans would-
n't be contented if they couldn't growl over something .. If any-
one should happen to wander into a library sometimes, wander over
to the Poe section, and look for "Tales of Mystery and imagl=
nation.," Then cast deep glances upon the Harry Clarke illustra-
ionsg. Friond Clarke is simply too gruesome for thc pulps! And
£ you think that Bok, Cartier, Finlay, ct al, have imagination,
wait until you sec Olarke! ... Noticed a few badly hectoed W57 Y

magazines, cditor, Francis Litz, (friend of Farscci). They are
very poor imatations of an art magazine and contain only a feow
fleeting gkctches by the editor ... And, I Dbelicve I'm right in
gaying thot the Futurians,under Michel,published an art magazine ,
in which was a "hecavy" type discussion articlc by Lesglie Perri.
Both were mere attempts and not true art magoazincs. However, the
Ppturian fmg surpasscd the Litz attempt

e.s And with thot (.. we
say -- Au Revoir.
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BY LYNN BRIDGES

After a vacation of almost six months, we agaln come to the
point where we are obliged to manhandle a typex;, 2ana f]q.ﬂll up a
couple of pages for the seldom satisfied editor of ECLIPSE. And,
as usual, wc can think of nothing worth writing abcut. So we
shall procecd to write about it, A

This will probably be the last of Editorations to originate
in Detroit for some time, since we're expecting a call from the
draft board shortic after this issuc 1is finished, Howevcer, the
column will be continuved, if we can possibly do it.

Editing thc last issue of ECLIPSE was fun, even if wc did
mix up a couple of numbers in Dick's address,. thus mixing up most
of thec mail sent tc the mag. But we now know what a fanzinec ed-
itor is‘'up against. After the issue was finighed. and in the
mailbox, wec brecathed a sigh of rceclief and waitcd for the letters
to pour in, telling us what was wrong ¥with the mag. The letters
trickled in, and therc were plerty of complaints, but we still
aren't sure what was wrong., F'riustancd, wiile Forticr complaius
that we're afraid to print controver:niel matter, é&shnicy and Mil-
lard procced to bawl us out for saying wnat we thiank about Pal-
mer's mags. Ah, well, ftwas still fun.

Regardless of what one may think of Palmer's mags (we still
don't like them) it must be said that Palmer. the fan, is one
swell guy. The flock of originals he sent 4o tkhe Michifan Con-
ference, and which helped so much toward the suvceesz of that af-
fair proves it. Lha thie pies weren*t all poor tlack and whites
either, There werz geveral cover oxiginals, inciuding the mog-
nifieent Erupa back ccever for the Winter AMAZING QUARTERLY. We
really wanted that ons. but Evans wanted iw jugt 2 it more, and
took it when the price got too stratosrheric for cur resources.
We did leave Jackson with several pics., tho, 2and owe RAP a sin-
cere vote of thanks,; along with 211 other Michifang.

For pome time wzive intended %o write a word or two of com-
plaint about FANTASY RIiCTION FILELD ILLUSTRATED NEWS WEEKLY. The
comph»aint has nothing vc do with tne written material. IFfF is
probably as accurate and wnbiaged as a news mag can be in  the
feud-ridden field of fantasy fandom, Our kick concerns the 4th
word in the title, and their "photograph with every issuc" pol-
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The photos are there, usually, either stapled hephezardly

icy. ;
to the mag or placed loose in the envelope. But, 1f_it's too much
trouble to glue the pic in place, it scems as tho it would be a8

cesy to stople it to the right spot ag anywhere elsec on the shect.
onc rcecont issucé contained no pic at all, and thd words "were you
~ subscriber, therc would be a photograph in this gpacc" p;intod
in the spot wherce the picture is supposcd to be, but ncver is. We
didn't feel too badly about this however, as tho pic was supposcd
to bc o prevéew of the cover on a forthceming pro mag. We don't
knpw ppw pthers fecl abput,it, but those previcws, to us, are za
wastc of time ond moncy. Many timcs, the mag is onethc nowsstands
beforc FFF appears, and in any case the actual cover is, of
coursc, much supcrior to the reproduection, 'Twould be much bet-
ter, we think, were pictures of fans used exclusively, and when
no such pic is available, not to use a picture at all.

When a picture of a fan, editor, author, etc. is used, in-
variably it is a blurred, smeary, aud generally messy print. As
far as we'rc concerned, there's no excuse for such photographs.
Anyone who has dabbled with amatuer phetography can tell you that
is is just as easy, even with the simplest equipment, to turn out
a clear photo, as it is to makc a sloppy one. The propcer timing
and thc proper chemicals are all that are needcd. At any ratec,
wc fcel that FFF's illustrations should be improved, or dropped.,

It's ironic to notc the difficulties which the war has plac-
cd in the way of the Pacificon. Ironic, beccause one of the most
potent arguments on bchalf of Los Angeles in '42 was the belief
that it woudd be safcr, in casc of war, than the castcrn cities
so cxposed to the Atlantic Conflict. But conditions have a habit
of changing, and now it appecars that the Pacific coast is the one
most in danger of actual air raids.

The Convention Committcc has asked for comment on what to do
about the Pacificon, 8o we hereby offer our opinions for khat
thay may bc worth. These opiniong of ours arc doubtless of 1lit-
tlc importance, sgince it is very unlikely that we shall be ablo
to attend any convention this yecar, no matter where held.

Onc alternative which has been suggesgcd is the transferring
of thc '42 gct-together elsewherce. But where? The obvious thing
is to cxamine the rivals to LA at the Denvention., There were two
of thesc, Washington and Philadelphia. Wartime Washington, is, af
coursc, dut of the question. Which lcaves Philadelphia, and
Philly wasn't espccially popular among the Denvention | voters,
There is quite a bit of doubt as to whether Philadelphia fandom
is capable of handling the affair, tho it might bec done with the
aid of thc nearby New Yorkers. But, while the Atlantic coast ap-
pcars at the moment to be safer than the Pacific, the situation
mey be reversced by summer. At any rate, all other coastal sities
would suffcer more or less from the samec disadvantages which Ios
Angelces now has, .

_And, lest we Dbe accused of slighting someone, we'd better
mention now that three cities rivaled LA in bidding for the '42
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affair. Besides the two mentioned abeve, therc was San Francisco.
But S¥, obviously, is in exactly the same posit}on.as‘LA. .
Where then, could a '42 Convention bve he;d in compar%Flve
safety, The answer is the middle west where actual dangers ..ol
bombings or other hazards still seem remote, Here in Detroit, Lol
instance, the fact that no air raid siren so far tried can ride
above the natural roar of the city, it more a matter for mifth
than for alarm. But where in the middle west is there a city
willing and capable of handling the affair? .Lest it be feard
that we've been leading up to a bid for Detroit, we'll say FQ?t
Detroit fandom has neither the organization nor the present avbll-
ity to hold a s-f convention, : )

Minneapolis is already making bids for the '43 affalr, but
we doubt whether they're in a position to hold the thlng a year
earlier than was planned. Besides, Minneapolis is.qulte o dist-
ance from rcgular fan centers, and transportation 1is almost cor-
tain to be difficult by summer. No, we're afraid iinncapolis 18
out of consideration. And, we venture to say, nc other midwcst-
crn city is cven remotely prepared. _

All of which mcans that the '42 conventiog, if held at all,
must be hcld in Los Angeles as originally planned.

Three other alternatives have been suggested. First of these
is the outright canccllation of the affair, This. we fucl, is
undesirable. Fandom has a splendid institution startcd in thesc
annual conclaves, and one which should be preserved. It's an in-
stitution which would bc difficult to resume after oncu being
stopped, without a great deal of undesirablc competition and re-
sultant hard feclings.

Equally undcsirable is the plan to hold the convention as
originally scheduled., It is certain that many, if not, most fans
will be unabe to a2ttend, because of scveral reasons a2ll coacerndg
with the was and wartime restrictions. Such o convecntion would
be but 2 travesty of those which have gone before.

So, it seems to us that the best plan is simply to suspend
the Pacificon wntil such a time as woc've put the Haps boack on
their own little islands c@t of harm’s way, and have Eurcpe under
control, Then we'll have the biggest and best confcecrence cver
scen, in Los Angelead After all, it secmg to us that LA deserves
thec next nation-wide fan affair, and the chance to put it on un-
der normal conditions. And no Convention, no mattcr where held,
could be 2 succcss ot prescnt.

Meanwvhile, of course, fandom still has the more local events

such as the Boskone, the Philly Conference, and the Michigan Con-
ference.

We're writing Iditorations on a shiny new portable this is-
sue, much as we hated to say goodbye to its ancient and faithful
predecessor, We got a typer with elite type, thus thinking to
pull a fast one on Kuhn, who would now be unable toc have us cut
any more stencils for him because of the difference in appearance,
#nd what happens? Dick decides the smaller type is just the thing
tor the lctter sectiont We really shouldn't complain, sincc we

spggested ?ho idea. But these last nine lines just had to be
filled up in some way,
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